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Groups offer help with school supplies

Organizations that collect school supplies for needy children are
bracing for bigger need this school year.

By Ricardo Gandara
AMERICAN-STATESMAN STAFF
Monday, August 17, 2009

During early registration for the school year that starts next week, Sanchez Elementary School Principal
Azucena Garcia saw signs that the recession is preventing some parents from buying the basics: school
supplies and clothing.

"They were asking for help in getting ready for school," she said.

This year, educators and community organizations that fill the void with school-supplies drives say they
are seeing a bigger need.

For the Children, a nonprofit group that serves 10 Central Texas school districts, has been collecting
school supplies for 20 years. Last school year, it served 54,000 children in pre-kindergarten through fifth
grade and spent $120,000. "More kids are in need every year, always," said Timy Baranoff, a former
curriculum director for the Austin Independent School District who serves on the board of For the
Children. "This year, because of the downturn in the economy, there are greater needs."

The Town Lake YMCA is collecting school supplies for Zavala and Mathews elementary schools. Jason
Daniel, the youth and family director, said that this year the YMCA has seen a 70 percent increase in
families seeking financial assistance with membership. "Our assumption is that there will be more of a
demand for school supplies because of the increase in financial aid assistance," he said.

Twenty-eight Austin elementary schools have 500 or more students each who qualify to receive school
supplies from For the Children, said volunteer Narda Martinez Hurt. "These are all kids who qualify for
the federally funded free or reduced lunch program," she said.

Last week, Central Texas students in need got an early boost when For the Children gave out paper,
pencils, crayons, markers, glue sticks and spiral notebooks at the Sanchez Elementary School gym. The
organization depends on private and business donations and grants to purchase the supplies in bulk and
get better prices.

"With a $3.50 donation, we can get $15 to $20 in school supplies," said Martinez Hurt. "One hundred
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percent of the money donated goes to buy school supplies."

Though the need is great, donors seem to be stepping up. Communities in Schools, a Central Texas
dropout prevention program, was hoping to provide supplies to 1,000 students that participate in the
organization, but donors have come through to help 1,500 children, said Alissa Magrum, director of
volunteer services.

"The economic downtown is clearly playing a role," she said. "Last year we served 710 kids, and we're
doubling it this year. Based on the phone calls I get, this is the most need I've ever seen. But while the
need is up, so are the donations."

She said CIS has begun a Kits for Kidz donation option on its Web site. For $13, a donor can sponsor
one child's basic school supplies.

School-supplies drives are also popular with organizations looking to get involved in the community.
The Austin Bar Association and the Austin Young Lawyers Association sent e-mails to 4,000 members
soliciting supplies.

"Some people are opting with cash and checks that we'll give directly to For the Children," said Debbie
Kelly of Austin Young Lawyers Association.

Kim Kizer of the Society of Government Meeting Professionals is encouraging its 180 members to go to
kvue.com (the television station is a For the Children partner) to contribute online.

"It's an immediate return on our investment. A $20 donation buys $60 worth of supplies," said Kizer.

Martinez Hurt said she's heard about smaller office groups and other nonprofit organizations also
collecting school supplies.

"There's a lot of need out there,” she said.
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